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Evolution is better than revolution, and with 
tried and proven designs, often it’s more a 

case of small updates and changes are better 
than a full redesign. That was the case with 
New Zealand’s William’s Transport and its 
new livestock truck and 10.6m trailer. Largely 
a solid, tested and reliable construction, the 
new truck and trailer have evolved from the 
country’s new 50 tonne regulations, while 
adding a few modern construction materials, 
and even a slightly different use for a Razor 
motor.

“We’re relatively new,” says owner Johnny 
Williams, from his Gisborne base. “We’ve 
been going just over two years – we’re 
basically farmers who have set up our own 
transport company. We’ve had amazing 
support from our local community and we’re 
passionate about what we do.”

Williams Transport Limited has just added 

“We’ve got two drivers, and we run three 
trucks: an XF DAF, a Foden Alpha and this 
new Volvo FH16 700 that’s towing a new 
trailer.

“We’re really rapt with the Volvo, it’s a 
completely new unit to cope with the larger 
weight. We wanted more power; we wanted 
to stay with the European comfort. And it has 
a Voith retarder, as we needed good, solid 
retardation with the load we’re pulling – it’s a 
nice truck.”

First stop for the Volvo was Jackson 
Enterprises, where its body and trailer 

regulations introduced in October 2013 that 
caters for High Productivity Motor Vehicles 
(HPMV).

“We haven’t had a Jackson trailer before,” says 

gear.  I approached Paul at Jackson and found 
the right specs for the 50MAX/HPMV and 

nine-axles. They’ve built a heap of 50 tonne 
vehicles, and they didn’t need to change much, 
with the Volvo chassis and eight-wheel Volvo.”

Says Jackson’s Paul Hirst: “We basically fitted 
the deck to the Volvo and built the trailer. It was 
a fairly normal build with a few little extras.”

All up, the use of aluminium and alloy hangers 
helped keep tare weight down: “It was 4980kg 
before the crate went on it, and 10,120kg as a 
complete unit,” recalls Paul. 

“We’re sheep and beef mainly,” adds Johnny. 
“It’s a rural carrying company, so we do wool, 
fertiliser too… anything a farmer wants 
carried, we do it. We cover Matawai, right 
down to Wanganui; our main work is in the 
Gisborne east-coast area, where it’s pretty 
challenging terrain.

“We wanted to create more space for the 
stock,” he adds. “And this makes it so much 
easier. The pens are all exactly the same size: 

LIGHT & LIVE
Williams Transport’s new HPMV livestock unit uses tried and proven 
techniques, lightweight materials and a little Razor ingenuity.
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easily raises the ramp, easily and safely, while then drawing it into the body and out of the way.




